St Anne Line Catholic Church

WELCOME to the weekly newsletter of the Catholic Church of St Anne

Line in South Woodford!

Parish Priest: Fr Bartolomeu Blaj
Deacon: Rev Alan Mair

Message of the week

Mountain climbing is more than just trying to reach the summit. It's also
a test of your planning and perseverance. Fitness and practice are
important, too, as is carrying only what you need. It’s also critical to stay
focussed on the goal, especially when the going gets tough. Mountain
climbing is a good metaphor for life because we're all ascending
towards something. But here’s the question: what are we climbing
towards?

Next month, on September 7, Pope Leo XIV will be canonising Blessed
Pier Giorgio Frassati, who was a mountaineer, both literally and
spiritually. He was born in Turin, Italy, in 1901. Pier Giorgio’s father was
a wealthy businessman and the Italian ambassador to Germany, and
his mother was an artist. Neither had much connection with religion, but
Pier Giorgio discovered Jesus at an early age and his faith grew
quickly. As a child he started giving away things like his food and his
shoes to poor people. At other times he gave away his bus money. Pier
Giorgio was worried about the rise of fascism, communism and
anti-Catholic persecution in Italy. So, he got actively involved in Catholic
youth groups and joined the St Vincent de Paul Society when he was
17. He said that mountains lifted his soul towards God. But he also
climbed to the spiritual heights of holiness, by living simply, going
regularly to Mass and sometimes spending all night in Eucharistic
adoration. Pier Giorgio once wrote: ‘The higher we go, the better we
shall hear the voice of Christ.’

He regularly visited the poor in the slums of Turin, often in secret,
carrying groceries or medicine on his way to his university classes. He
gave away so many things — his clothes, his money, and his time — but
never his joy. Then suddenly he got sick with polio. He had caught it
from the slums where he'd helped so many people. But even on his
deathbed he still worried about others. Just before he died, he scribbled
a note reminding a friend not to forget the medicine for someone he
had been helping. He died in 1925, aged only 24. His parents expected
a quiet funeral, but when thousands arrived, they were stunned. They
had no idea how much their son had been doing for others. Pier Giorgio
Frassati’s life reminds us that the way to God’s Kingdom is an upward
path — one that demands readiness, simplicity and plenty of love.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus says to his disciples, ‘Don’t be afraid, little
flock, for it has pleased the Father to give you the Kingdom.” Now this is
significant. Jesus doesn’t say sell everything first, and then God’s
Kingdom will be yours. Rather, God is already giving you his Kingdom
because he loves you. Now, all you have to do is trust and love him —
and then ‘Sell your possessions and give alms.’

Why? It's because you need to let go of whatever weighs you down.
Like mountain climbing, it's much easier when you carry very little.
What are you clinging to? Where do you spend most of your time,
energy and love? And what do you most fear losing? Pier Giorgio found
his treasure in the faces of the poor, in friendship, in the Eucharist and
in the joy of the Gospel. He happily gave away his privileges to climb
towards a higher goal.

Today, Jesus is telling us to be ready, like servants waiting for their
master. Not because of fear, but because we love God and long to see
his face. Today, as we continue climbing that mountain towards the
heart of God, let’s lighten our packs, trim our lamps and lift up our
hearts. And let’'s consider adopting Pier Giorgio’s motto: Verso l'alto! —
‘To the heights!’

Rev Alan

Mass Intentions 9! Aug— 17! August 2025
Saturday 90 Sunday Vigil Mass

9.30am Larry Keating RIP

6.30pm Fr Philip’s Ints

Sunday 10t  79% Sunday -Ord
9.30am Gloria Isaza (recovery)

11am People of the Parish
Monday 1112 (celebrated privately)
Holy Souls

Tuesday 1210
7pm  Atal & Singh family Ints

Wednesday 13t0
9.30am John Sweeney RIP

Thursday 14

9.30am Bob & Anne Power RIP
Friday 15t Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
9.30am Anne Hanrahan (1%t anniv)
7pm  People of the Parish

Saturday 16t Sunday Vigil Mass
9.30am Jacqui Anderson RIP

6.30pm Salman’s Ints

Sunday 17! 20 Sunday -Ord

9.30am People of the Parish

11am Anne Hanrahan RIP

From Wednesday to Saturday

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 8.45am.
Morning prayer 9.10am
Holy Rosary 10.00am

Confession is after weekday morning Mass (Wednesday to
Saturday) on Saturday evening before the 6.30pm Vigil
Mass and on Sunday before the Holy Masses. Confessions
can be heard in English, Spanish and Romanian.
Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel) We invite all
parishioners to read and study together Pope Francis’
apostolic exhortation — Tuesday evenings after the 7pm
Mass.

LECTIO DIVINA

We pray Lectio Divina after morning mass each Friday.
Come along and find out more.

PARISH MISSION in the year of Jubilee

Led by Fr Royston, CSSR (Redemptorist) who will be here
at the weekend Masses on 6th & 7th September. Parish
Mission is from 8 to 10 September.




ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, FRIDAY 15 AUGUST

Is a Holy Day of Obligation. Mass times are at 9.30am and 7pm.

APPLICATION for CONFIRMATION, FHC & RCIA - 25/26

Please ensure you are completing the Mass attendance forms found in the Porch

¢ CONFIRMATION (Year 10 and above)

Bishop Alan will be celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation with our young people next
summer. Please complete an Application Form found in the porch and return it to the office by
Sunday 21 September 2025. Please contact Jacinta on 07905 973435 or
jacinta.balchin@tintabee.co.uk if you have questions.

* FHC (Year 3 and above)

Please complete an Application form found in the porch and return it to the office by Sunday
14 September. Please contact Joanna Roberts on 07852 923376 or
joannafroberts@gmail.com if you have any questions.

¢ RCIA

Please speak to Fr Barto or Rev Alan or email the office.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY

We will be starting the liturgy for children up to the age of 7, (for those have not made their
First Holy Communion) after the summer holidays. The first session is on Sunday 7
September.

WEEKLY MASS ATTENDANCE FORMS

It is_imperative that you complete this form for the Sacraments, (FHC & Confirmation) and for
nursery, primary & secondary Catholic Schools. Complete one per child and drop the
completed form into the box provided as you leave Church. Forms are in the porch.

MASS INTENTIONS

To have a Mass celebrated, please complete a brown Mass intention envelope found in the
porch. Hand the envelope to Fr Barto or the office. Fr Barto will be happy to sign the Mass
card for you.

KNIGHTS OF ST COLUMBA- Holy Relic Tour from 1 Aug — 10 Aug

The First Class Holy Relics of St Columba, St Margaret of Scotland and St Andrew will tour
the Diocese of Brentwood. Closest church: Chingford (Our Lady of Grace — Saturday 9 Aug
from 12pm-7.30pm, Sunday 10 Aug from 8am- 12pm.

Please see the poster in the porch for the timetable of the tour.

“AWAKE LONDON?”, Sat 16 August 1.30pm -5pm

A Catholic Bible convention and Healing ministry led by Fr. Moses Enehizena CSSp and
Anointing Fire Catholic Ministry UK at Catholic Parish of Christ The King, 455 Chingford Road
London,E4 8SP. Convention includes: Praise and Worship, Holy Mass, confession, Healing
service and Eucharistic Adoration, spiritual sharing, sessions for children (www.afcmuk.org).
Free car parking available.

INGATESTONE HALL TEA & TOUR- Thursday 11 September, 10.30am OR 12.30pm
Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society invites you for a private guided to the 16th-century
Grade | listed manor house. The tour lasts about 1%z hours, and afterwards, you'll be treated
to tea and cake in the parlour. Tickets: £25 per person — reserve at :
https://eu.jotform.com/form/251772844632361.Note: The tour may not be suitable for
individuals with mobility challenges. Contact Julie: Email: jabbott@bccs.org.uk / 07912277413
for more information.

MARRIAGE HELP - Retrouvaille helps couples find hope and healing for their marriage. Next
date: 17th-19th Oct. www.retrouvaille.org.uk Tel: 0788 7296983

BRENTWOOD CATHOLIC YOUTH SERVICE, 25th — 26th October

Youth Gather is a weekend of faith, fun and friendship — with speakers, workshops, prayer and
outdoor activities, There will be coaches offering transport from around the Diocese included
in the cost, as well as all meals, cabin accommodation and activities. This event is for year 9
and above. Apply now at www.bcys.net/events

NEW PARISHIONERS

Welcome!! Please introduce yourself to Fr Barto and Rev Alan. Also complete a registration
and GDPR form found in the porch and return to the Parish Office once completed.
DONATIONS FOR THE HOMELESS

Please see the list of items needed in the porch.

PARISH SOCIAL EVENTS

Afternoon Club Meet in the hall at 2pm on Wednesday 13 August 2025

Table tennis. Every Friday 3-5pm. Contact Liz on 07403 649306.

Parish Youth Club (11-18) —1°t Saturday of the Month — on 6th September. Contact Jacinta
on 07905 973435

Last weekend Mass attendance was 210. The main collection was £581.56 (£239.00
envelopes, £342.56 loose).Thank you very much.

St Anne Line Catholic

Church

7 Grove Crescent, South Woodford
London E18 2JR

telephone: 020-8989-5242

email: southwoodford@brcdt.org

Find us online

Church website:
www.saintanneline.com

Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintAnneLi
ne/

Diocese of Brentwood website:
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/
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YEAR OF JUBILEE
Web resources - 1) Pilgrims of Hope -
https://saintanneline.com/year-of-jubilee-pilgr
ims-of-hope/ 2) The Word -
https://saintanneline.com/parish-bulletins/
YEAR OF JUBILEE APP

The * lubilaeum25’ app can be downloaded
to your phones.

Please pray for those who are sick

Anniversaries 11 Aug — 17 Aug
Nora Wall, Michael Butler, Nancy Hinkins, Fr

David Papworth, Florence Goldingay,
Cornelius  Walsh, Doreen  Brightwell,
Stephanie Kirby, James Ryan, Mary

Lonergan, Frank McNeil, Patrick Colfer &
Eric Cooper, Francis Doublesin, James
Hurley, Maureen Sheehan,.

PARISH OFFICE (IN THE PRESBYTERY)
The Parish secretary is in the office on

Monday afternoons (not on Bank holidays),

Wednesday and Friday mornings.

CARDS & MASS CARDS FOR SALE IN
THE PORCH

We have a new stock of different cards in
the porch. Please leave the money in the
wall box.

Please also check the notice boards in

the porch and our parish website for
other news and information

Pope's Prayer Intention for Auqust

Let us pray that societies where coexistence
seems more difficult might not succumb to
the temptation of confrontation for ethnic,
political, religious or ideological reasons.

Please use the QR code for your weekly
offertory. It is a safe and easy method to

donate. Do Gift Aid if you are a Taxpayer.
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