St Anne Line Catholic Church

WELCOME to the weekly newsletter of the Catholic Church of St Anne

Line in South Woodford!

Parish Priest: Fr Bartolomeu Blaj
Deacon: Rev Alan Mair

Message of the week

This Sunday, the church reminds us of the reunion of all God’s
people at the feast of His kingdom. It is not only Jews and
Christians that the Lord will gather unto himself. He will also gather
people from all nations, all those willing to submit to his loving care.
The readings of this Sunday, especially the first and the gospel, are
closely related. Both bear a powerful message of hope. That is the
reunion and restoration of the people of God.

The first reading is a prophecy about the return of God’s People to
Jerusalem. It is an assurance that God will fulfil his promises to us.
Here, the prophet makes three essential points. The first is that God
will soon fulfil his promise of restoring us to himself. He will surely
do this to show his saving power. The second is the fact that God
has a purpose for this gathering. This is for the glory of his name. In
other words, every work he does has the remote aim of giving glory
to him. Third, in addition to gathering us unto Himself, God will also
make us his ambassadors to other nations. Hence, he promises, I
will give them a sign and send some of their survivors to the
nations...that have never heard of me or seen my glory.”

This also underscores the missionary nature of our call. God
initiates it and then uses us to accomplish it. Hence, God
commissions us to: “Go out to the whole world and proclaim the
good news.” This good news is that God will restore our lost glory
for the sake of his glory.

The second reading from Hebrews reminds us that obedience and
discipline will help us respond and effectively return to the Lord. The
path to this return will definitely not be an easy one. In it, we shall
encounter thorns and pains. As a loving father, God will also
reprimand and punish us. However, this is in order to correct and
guide us through the right path.

William Shakespeare wrote in Hamlet, “Sometimes, | must be cruel
to be kind.” As a loving father, this is the way God also handles us
at times. He is the porter, and we are the clay. He crushes, treats us
hard, and finally moulds us into a beautiful shape (Jer 18: 1-17). So,
we must learn to endure as Christ did through His suffering and
death on the cross (Phil 2, 4). This is important if we must witness
the glory of God. Success comes through hard work and hard work
through discipline and obedience.

In today’s gospel, Jesus answers a challenging and tricky question:
Sir, will there be only a few saved? His response was
straightforward, clever, and of course, an intelligent one. He replies,
“Try your best to enter by the narrow door!” So, rather than occupy
oneself with arguments about the number of those to be saved, it is
better to work hard for one’s salvation.

Through this, Christ reminds us that the invitation to His feast is
open to all. However, each person must struggle to be there. We
must do what we have to do by playing our roles well. This is the
only way we can be guaranteed a place in the feast of the kingdom
of God.

Rev Alan

Mass Intentions 239 Aug— 315! August 2025
Saturday 234 Sunday Vigil Mass

9.30am Fr John’s Ints

6.30pm Teresa McGilloway RIP

Sunday 24 275! Sunday -Ord
9.30am People of the Parish

11am Tina Marrai (in Thanksgiving)
12.30pm Holy Mass in Romanian
Monday 25" (celebrated privately)

Holy Souls

Tuesday 26
7pm Bob & Anne Power RIP

Wednesday 27t
9.30am Joseph Kearney RIP

Thursday 28th

9.30am Dr Moyee Siow RIP
Friday 29t

9.30am Private Int (Agnes)
Saturday 30t Sunday Vigil Mass

9.30am Baby John Keating (anniv)
6.30pm Fr Barto’s Ints

Sunday 31st 2229 Sunday -Ord
9.30am Federico family Ints

11am People of the Parish
12.30pm Holy Mass in Romanian

From Wednesday to Saturday

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 8.45am.
Morning prayer 9.10am
Holy Rosary 10.00am

Confession is after weekday morning Mass (Wednesday to
Saturday) on Saturday evening before the 6.30pm Vigil
Mass and on Sunday before the Holy Masses. Confessions
can be heard in English, Spanish and Romanian.
Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel) We invite all
parishioners to read and study together Pope Francis’
apostolic exhortation — Tuesday evenings after the 7pm
Mass.

LECTIO DIVINA

We pray Lectio Divina after morning mass each Friday.
Come along and find out more.

PARISH MISSION in the year of Jubilee

Led by Fr Royston, CSSR (Redemptorist) who will be here
at the weekend Masses on 6th & 7th September. Parish
Mission is from 8" to 10" September.




THANK YOU AND WELCOME

Grateful thanks to Fr John Tuohy who leaves us after the 11am Sunday Mass this weekend.
We welcome Fr Barto from his well- deserved summer holiday to the ‘best place in the world’.
NEW PARISH YOUTH CLUB- For all Secondary school children (age 11-18)

As a member of the Youth SVP network, we will be starting a monthly Parish Youth Club from
September. The group aims to help the young people of the Parish discover more about their
faith and put this into action in both the Parish and the local community - while still having fun
with their peers. The first session is on 6 September and will be a Food & Fun session with
cooking and games and a focus on the theme of “Our Common Home”. The Parish expects all
secondary school children, especially those preparing for the sacraments to take part in this
group as and when they can, as part of their engagement with the Parish. Please collect a
flyer from the back of the church or contact Jacinta on jacinta.balchin@tintabee.co.uk
APPLICATION for CONFIRMATION, FHC & RCIA - 25/26

Please ensure you are completing the Mass attendance forms found in the Porch

¢ CONFIRMATION (Year 10 and above)

Bishop Alan will be celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation with our young people next
summer. Please complete an Application Form found in the porch and return it to the office by
Sunday 21 September 2025. Please contact Jacinta on 07905 973435 or
jacinta.balchin@tintabee.co.uk if you have questions.

* FHC (Year 3 and above)

Please complete an Application form found in the porch and return it to the office by Sunday
14 September. Please contact Joanna Roberts on 07852 923376 or
joannafroberts@gmail.com if you have any questions.

e RCIA

Please speak to Fr Barto or Rev Alan or email the office.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY

We will be starting the liturgy for children up to the age of 7, (for those have not made their
First Holy Communion) after the summer holidays. The first session is on Sunday 7
September.

WEEKLY MASS ATTENDANCE FORMS

It is_imperative that you complete this form for the Sacraments, (FHC & Confirmation) and for
nursery, primary & secondary Catholic Schools. Complete one per child and drop the
completed form into the box provided as you leave Church. Forms are in the porch.

MASS INTENTIONS

To have a Mass celebrated, please complete a brown Mass intention envelope found in the
porch. Hand the envelope to Fr Barto or the office. Fr Barto will be happy to sign the Mass
card for you.

THE DIVINE APOSTOLATE, LONDON

is holding a Celebration of St Faustina’s Birthday at Aylesford Priory, Aylesford, Kent on Bank
Holiday Monday 25 August 2025 from 10.30am to 4pm. The reflection day will include
teachings on the Message of Divine Mercy, Holy Mass, Hour of Mercy with Stations of the
Cross, Adoration and Benediction and Veneration of the Image of Merciful Jesus. All welcome.
Call Millie on 07957594646 for more information. Coaches from Ealing Broadway and

Victoria.

MARRIAGE HELP - Retrouvaille helps couples find hope and healing for their marriage. Next
date: 17th-19th Oct. www.retrouvaille.org.uk Tel: 0788 7296983

BRENTWOOD CATHOLIC YOUTH SERVICE, 25th — 26th October

Youth Gather is a weekend of faith, fun and friendship — with speakers, workshops, prayer and
outdoor activities, There will be coaches offering transport from around the Diocese included
in the cost, as well as all meals, cabin accommodation and activities. This event is for year 9
and above. Apply now at www.bcys.net/events

NEW PARISHIONERS

Welcome!! Please introduce yourself to Fr Barto and Rev Alan. Also complete a registration
and GDPR form found in the porch and return to the Parish Office once completed.
DONATIONS FOR THE HOMELESS

Please see the list of items needed in the porch.

PARISH SOCIAL EVENTS

Afternoon Club Meet in the hall at 2pm on Wednesday 27 August 2025

Coffee morning on Sunday 7 September after the 9.30am & 11am Masses. In the hall.
Parish Youth Club (11-18) —15 Saturday of the Month — on 6th September. Contact Jacinta
on 07905 973435.

Table tennis. Every Friday 3-5pm. Contact Liz on 07403 649306.

Last weekend Mass attendance was 196. .Thank you very much. for your collection offerings.

Find us online

Church website:
www.saintanneline.com

Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/SaintAnneLi
ne/

Diocese of Brentwood website:
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/

St Anne Line Catholic

Church

7 Grove Crescent, South Woodford
London E18 2JR

telephone: 020-8989-5242

email: southwoodford@brcdt.org
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YEAR OF JUBILEE
Web resources - 1) Pilgrims of Hope -
https://saintanneline.com/year-of-jubilee-pilgr
ims-of-hope/ 2) The Word -
https://saintanneline.com/parish-bulletins/
YEAR OF JUBILEE APP

The * lubilaeum25’ app can be downloaded
to your phones.

Please pray for those who are sick

Anniversaries 25 Aug — 31 Aug

Mrs Winifred Davis, Annie Stapleton, Mrs
Falco, F McKiernan, Mrs K Dias, lvy
Moloney, Roland Howarth, Arthur Maguire,
Edith Cooper, Margaret Garman. Christopher
Freeman, Alfie Brinklow, Alice Woulfe, Sheila
Barry.

PARISH OFFICE (IN THE PRESBYTERY)
The Parish secretary is in the office on

Monday afternoons (not on Bank holidays),

Wednesday and Friday mornings.

CARDS & MASS CARDS FOR SALE IN
THE PORCH

We have a new stock of different cards in
the porch. Please leave the money in the
wall box.

Please also check the notice boards in
the porch and our parish website for
other news and information

Prayer - For mutual coexistence
Help us create spaces where hope can
flourish, Where diversity is not a threat

But a richness that makes us more human.

Amen. (from Clicktopray.org)

Please use the QR code for your weekly
offertory. It is a safe and easy method to

donate. Do Gift Aid if you are a Taxpayer.
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